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" Yes/' I replied, " it is a fine sight/' " The build-
ing on which you stand/' continued my friend,
" is the tallest building in the world. It has fifty-
four storeys, as you have seen, and is nearly 800
feet high. It's built by one Woolworth who made
his millions in ten-cent pieces." Finding me look
somewhat puzzled at the last remark of his, he
went on to explain, " It was Woolworth who first
conceived the idea of having a ten-cent store where
everything from a pin to a powder-puff was to be
had for nothing more and nothing less than a ten-
cent piece. The idea caught on and soon he had his
ten-cent stores put up all over the States and his
millions piled up in the banks. This magnificent

building cast-----million dallars." I did not quite

catch the number of millions my friend mentioned,
nor was I at all anxious to be enlightened on the
point, for the knowledge would not in the least have
raised or lowered the estimation I had already
formed in my mind of the architectural value of the
building. But my American friend could not see
in that light, and so, whenever "he pointed to any
remarkable building from the top of the Woolworth,
he took care to mention its dollar-value, very likely
believing that that was the surest way of touching
my imagination and making me realise its beauty
and artistic value. The Americans, however, can
never be made to understand that there are other
and better standards of judgment than that of
dollars; that the best works of art in the world were
not the outcome of dollars nor could be had for
dollars; that the Dome of St. Peter's rose not out of